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Executive Director 15 April 1948

Vik: Executive for Administration and Msne gement
Chief, Reference Center

Exploltation of Russian Periodicals

1. Reference Center has been 1iu close consultation with both ORE

and DB on this subject.

2, It is understood that FDB will very socon initiste & series of
25X1A H reporte giving suthors' names and transliated tables of contents
ch Rgssian periodical recelvef.

The most valusble articles in

25X1A each periodical will theresfter be sostracted and published by FDB as

is now beling done.

3. FDB

has expressed doubt that the Tables of

Contents, as oppesed to the Abstractis, will have enough intelligence
25X1A9A value iz themselves to merit a maclhine opesretion. rheference Canterts

Livrarian R » i¢ icclined to agree. Therefore no immedlate
steps to imstigate a machine operation on the Tables of Contents zre

now contemplated.

4. An intensive operation on the Abgtracts is planned, but will

have %o amit (1) completion of the IBM/Finch machinery no

w belng

developed for Reference Center, end expected to bs mvailable toward
the end of 1948, and (2) clearance on a sufficient number of typist

personnel to handle the project wher the sachines are recelived.

As

planned, the operation will provide every authorised recipient with a

tallored set of those abstracts which fall witiiln his cognlzance

either s to subject matier or es o geographic aTea.

5, 1 see only two flaws in th. above. (1) The unavoidable delay

before we will be sble to provide the tallored abstrect se

rvice, and

{2) feilure of the scheme to provide for rapid listing of all erticles

published by any specific Russian personality. Such a listing, by

personalities, might have sufficient value to blographic intelligence
to justify an operation on the Tables of Contents similar to thatl now

being performed for foreign brosdcsst materials.

6. It is believed we should ewalt receipt of s substantial number
of the forthcoming Tables of Conterts before deciding whether or not to

deploy available manpower on & machine operation wiich would provide
anly {8) sutnor's names and (b) the titles, often misleading, of their

journal publications.
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 Subject: Projest 00-2U
1st Iad, : 9 April 1548

To : The m.remr of Central Intelliyence 25X1A

{Through Executive for AX¥)
From; Assistant Director]J

1. This offfce regrets that the inftiation of this project was delayed
through & misundétstanding. o

2. Reference your buck slip reguest for recommsendatien, it is the
opinion of this office that no further adtion is required on the part of
ORE to implemant Project Il as preseftly approved. The Office of Re~
ports i Entimates requirements have now ¥een processed through OCD, a 25X1A
collection directive momber and priority have been assigned {cp-386,.1,
¥DB prioerity B), and bibliographies of 70 Soviet periodicals have been
preparsd by FDB. Pabvlicatien of these is awaiting final spproval by OCD
of the proposed format for disgemination, and completion of arrangements
with Services Branch for reproduction.

3. In order that the project may bé of more value to the researcher,
1t is recommended that Reference Center éonsult with ORE on the feasibillty
of coding, indexing, snd crosswreferencisiy of this bibliographic date by
mschine methods, with & view towards the ultimate provision of seleoct bib-
liographies of a)l articles in Soviet pefiodicals referring to one given
subject or ares. Project mamil, accordisg to (EE's recuirements, calls 25X1A
for the listing of all articles in one l#sue of one publication, but does
not provide for a breakdomn by subject. Such a breakdomm would require an
elaborate system of cross-indexing, which would be impracticeadble except by
machine reeord methods.

. EUWIN L. SIEERT
$rigsdier General, USA
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